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Editor’s Pitch 
 

Six weeks in France.  I missed two OHSRF walks one OHSRF Branch 

meeting and two Parish Council meeting. Relaxing, yes, but there still 

remains the commitment of this newsletter.  Rosemary had kindly 

agreed to look after some typesetting of articles received from 

members,   Thanks, Rosemary. 

Our holiday began with what should have been a pleasant night time 

sailing from Newhaven to Dieppe.  Sadly, a ‘technical problem’ delayed our 

embarkation and departure. To make up for time it meant a crossing at full steam.  

Great, but it did mean fewer hours shut-eye.  We were almost first off the boat, so on 

the road driving at about 6.00AM.  We were off to Albert, a town on the Somme about 

75 miles from the coast.  The plan was to spend a few days in the area touring WW1 

battle lines and 

cemeteries.  100 

years ago on 1
st
 July 

the British army began 

the ‘big push’ towards 

the German line.  After 

huge artillery 

bombardment of the 

German trenches it 

was thought British 

and French and 

Commonwealth troops 

would have a 

relatively easy advance.  Not so.  The tactics and depth of German defences meant 

that they held the upper hand and the result was utter slaughter.  One of my great 

uncles was a casualty and is buried in the village of Aveluy which is about 1km from 

where we camped with the caravan.  For those of you that have visited British war 

graves you will know what a humbling and emotive experience it can be.  The British 

War Graves Commission do such a marvellous job supporting the maintenance of 

sites all over the world.  That said, it falls on local people to sustain the day-to-day 

work necessary to keep each site in such pristine condition. 

From Albert we travelled south to the Loire region.  Hmmm.  We worried about 

availability of diesel as strikes were creating shortage, but the greater concern 

became apparent as we drove into the rain.  We didn’t see the images of flooding in 

Paris and central regions of France that were shown of British TV.  We had our own 

personal view.  Whilst many local people were very badly affected our awning 

became a swamp so we purloined a long plank to get us to the caravan door.  What 

wasn’t wet was damp.  We spent five days in the area and it rained almost 

continually.  Normally it’s OK to don waterproofs and set off, but somehow this was 



different.  Perhaps the incessant nature of the downpour.  

We really didn’t get a chance to enjoy the area.  Anyway, 

onward to visit friends that we had lost touch with until 

Annette did some Facebook research earlier this year.  

Turns out that they moved to live in France some fourteen 

years ago.  What a beautiful house!  An old (water) mill with 

roots in the 15
th
 century that was first converted for 

residential use in the 1960’s.  Apart from excellent. 

traditional French living accommodation it’s been a B&B 

since our friends moved in.  We stayed for three nights.  By 

this time the fuel crisis was easing so we began a south 

easterly trek towards the Cote D’Azure.  This was a three-

day journey taking in the Auvergne and the Camargue.  On 

the high approach towards Clemont Ferrand we ran into 

really thick fog.  Scary!  After an overnight stop we headed 

south.  There is a viaduct built across the Tarn Gorge at Millau.  This structure is 

absolutely spectacular and well worth the cost of autoroute toll (the only one we 

paid).  €11.60 for car and caravan for just 2.5 km of bridge.  Part designed by the 

British architect, Norman Foster it is the tallest bridge in the world with one mast 

343metres high.  Later that afternoon we stopped over for a couple of days just 

outside Arles.  Steeped in Roman history, but perhaps better known today for the 

prolific period between 1888 and 1889 when Vincent van Gogh produced more than 

300 paintings.  

After two weeks the final outward day travelling took us 

to a campsite that we last used about 20 years ago.  

Naturally there had been changes, the biggest of which 

was the predominance of mobile-home ‘camping’ 

provided by Eurocamp and Roan.  More than half the 

site seemed to be given over to this type of holiday 

leaving far less space for the 

more nomadic types like us.  

Anyway, this was to be our 

base for the next three weeks.  

Sunshine, biking to the beach, 

relaxing at the pool complex, 

market and hyper-market shopping, trips out to well-known 

places –  Tropez, Cannes, Nice, Monaco and the Gorge du 

Verdon.  Ahhhh… 

Of course I also found some time to do a little wildlife 

photography.  Golden Oriole are not an uncommon sight in 

this part of France. 



Kill or Cure 

On a rather wet day in May a full coach and limit on 
visitor numbers meant that as many members as 
possible managed to travel in group to the London 
Kill or Cure tour and visit to the Welcome Exhibition.  
The tour gave sight to some historic London hospital 
sites and the exhibition provided an eclectic display 
of human artefacts. 

 

 

It’s a good job we walked - 

obesity was the exhibition 

subject at the top of the stairs 

My anatomy may be rusty 
but there’s something 

wrong here. 
 

?? Designed for Star Wars 

The women 

shrugged 

and said, ‘tell 

me about it.’  

The men had 

tears in their 

eyes. 

444 will mean 

little unless you 

were lucky 

enough to be 

on this outing.  

It was the time 

set (4,44PM) to 

meet our Blue 

Badge Guide 

ready to board 

the coach back 

to Oxford. 

Outing 

Reporters 

needed.  

Please tick the 

application 

form box 



Alternative Medical Dictionary 
 
Artery    The study of paintings.  
Bacteria   Back door to cafeteria.  
Barium   What doctors do when patients die.  
Benign   What you be, after you be eight.  
Caesarean Section A neighbourhood in Rome .  
Catscan   Searching for Kitty.  
Cauterize   Made eye contact with her.  
Colic    A sheep dog.  
Coma    A punctuation mark.  
Dilate    To live long.  
Enema   Not a friend.  
Fester   Quicker than someone else.  
Fibula    A small lie.  
Impotent   Distinguished, well known.  
Labour Pain   Getting hurt at work.  
Medical Staff  Doctor's cane.  
Morbid   A higher offer.  
Nitrates   Cheaper than day rates.  
Node    I knew it.  
Outpatient   A person who has fainted.  
Pelvis    Second cousin to Elvis.  
Post-Operative  A letter carrier.  
Recovery Room  Place to do upholstery.  
Rectum   Nearly killed him.  
Secretion   Hiding something.  
Seizure   Roman emperor.  
Tablet    A small table.  
Terminal Illness  Getting sick at the airport.  
Tumour   One plus one more.  
Urine    Opposite of you're out.  
2xCondoms   To be sure, to be sure 
 

………………………………………….. 
 

Celebrating 60 years together  
 
Two of the greatest supporters of the Fellowship 
celebrated their diamond wedding in style at the June 
meeting. 
 

Peter and Vaughan Haskins tied the knot in Moseley, 
Birmingham on a rainy 16 June 1956 and to mark the 
sixtieth anniversary they provided cake for us all after 
our meeting. We wish them continued happiness 
together for many years to come.  



 

Walking Group 
 
 

 
Stoke Row, Nuffield and The Maharajah's Well -  22nd April, lead by Lorna Megaw. 

 
 
 
 

Walks Programme 
 

 Jul Wed 27 Ann Whitford & Kate Ovenden 
 Aug Wed 17 Carole & Mick Wilton 
 Sep Wed 7 Liz Snelson 
 

Contact Andrew Moss to be included on the mailing list 



Kew Gardens Outing 
 
Excellent trip, as always, Andrew. Thank you.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Pictures provided by Mary Joron 

 



Spotlight on… 

Dawn McInulty 

I was born in Bibury, in my grandparents’ cottage just 

before the end of WW2. My father was in the army, so 

we spent our time following his postings, I went to 6 

different primary schools and refused to go to boarding 

school as I couldn’t go to the same school as my 

brothers, so my parents settled in Carterton where I 

spent my teenage years and finished my schooling at 

Burford Grammar School. When my brother was little he fractured his collar bone and 

we went to a military hospital with him, I wanted a red cape like the army nurses, so 

joined Queen Alexander’s Royal Army Nursing Corps as soon as I was old enough. I 

spent four very happy years at The Cambridge Military Hospital in Aldershot, where I 

passed all exams except State Finals, which to everyone’s surprise I failed. To retake 

finals I had to sign on for another year, and as nursing was ruining my social life I 

declined. Marriage, two children and a divorce followed in quick succession, I was 

evicted from my home with two toddlers and a cat and dog, a homeless shelter was 

offered by my local council, so my parents stepped in and bought the house that I still 

live in, I paid them back over the years and love my home and garden in North 

Hinksey. I went to Singletree Teachers’ Centre in Rose Hill and got a teaching 

certificate, so that I would have school holidays while my children were growing up. 

When I reached forty and they were in their teens I thought it was time to go back to 

my true vocation. I went as a Nursing Auxiliary on Kilner Ward at the Radcliffe 

Infirmary, it was bliss, no responsibility, but hands on nursing care, then the role of 

the auxiliary changed, so I looked into training again, Oxford offered me four years at 

Brookes on a very small bursary, but Cheltenham Hospital were still doing the RGN 

course, so I commuted and eventually became a Registered General Nurse, thirty 

years a student nurse, I wonder if this is a record? I spent the next fifteen years on 

Nuffield Ward at the Radcliffe Infirmary, retiring in January 2007 when we moved to 

the West Wing. I did a part-time course at Brookes on Critical and Specialist Care, 

concentrating on neuroscience, towards the end of my time in nursing I became the 

clinical development nurse for neurosurgery, meaning I was responsible for teaching 

things like neuro-observations, when I retired I taught these to nursing undergrads at 

Brookes for a year. 

 

My two sons are a great joy to me, my eldest son is an analytical chemist, (whatever 

that is,) and works all over the world. My youngest son works for the AA and lives in 

Brackley, he became a step-grandfather at the tender age of thirty and now has four 

step-grandchildren, making me a step-great-grandmother, no wonder I sometimes 

feel very old.  



My daughter-in-law calls me Dragon as all mother-in-laws are dragons, I love being a 

dragon as one of dad’s postings was Kowloon where dragons are protective and 

loved, so all my family have adopted this name for me, I get some peculiar looks 

when they call me in the street!  
 

Since retiring I understand why my father said he didn’t know how he found time to 

go to work. I go to a weekly yoga class, weekly church bell-ringing practice, I enjoy 
the fellowship meetings and outings and the monthly walks. I am a volunteer patient 
at Brookes twice a year when the students take my blood pressure, pulse and 
respiration rate. I help with weekly coffee mornings at Field House, a housing 
complex for elderly people, and monthly with their community singing. I help with 
fund raising activities at my church. When I retired I bought a camper-van with the 
lump sum from my pension, I spend most of the summer out and about enjoying the 
countryside and many folk festivals, so life is full and I’m content, what more could I 
ask?   

……………………………………………………………………………….. 

An Oxford Branch website is under 

construction and details will be announced at 

the branch meeting. 



 
 

 

Oxford Health Service Retirement Fellowship AGM 2016 
 
After our well attended and successful AGM held on the 9th May 2016 the reports 
presented show our group continues to grow and flourish as detailed in the following 
reports. 
 
Chairwomans Report for year ending April 2016 
This will be my second report as Chairwoman and it heralds my final year in that 
position as it is my intention to stand down next year. This will give some other 
member an opportunity to continue in the role and prevent it from becoming stagnant 
and unenthused about driving the Branch on into the 21st century. 
 
This has been a busy year for the Oxford Fellowship and amongst our many 
activities we have managed to celebrate our 30th Anniversary. This celebration took 
3 avenues starting with a Birthday tea and cake for all members.  
The second part was a Regional get together with members from other branches in 
our region when we were able to share problems and ideas to solve them as well as 
having a very sociable day. Finally we had a very successful Gala Lunch which was 
presided over by the Fellowship Chief Executive, John Rostill.  John presented 
Honory membership to four of our long serving and active retired committee 
members. 
 
Our branch has continued to thrive and we now have 180 members. At the National 
conference in Leeds Oxford was presented with the award for recruiting the biggest 
percentage of new members in one year. This is testament to the positive publicity of 
our members who clearly enjoy what we have on offer and ,as always, word of 
mouth is the best recommendation. 
 
No branch thrives without the dedication and commitment of its committee and it is to 
these members we all owe a debt of gratitude. 
 

An organisation the size of ours cannot operate without the services of an efficient 
treasurer. Our accounts are well maintained by Carole Wilton  and we have had a 
financially successful year with an end of year balance in the black This has meant 
that we are able to give members after meeting ‘treats’ at Christmas and odd times in 
the year. A thank you for this from us all as well as to Jane Foster- Jones for her role 
in auditing the accounts. 
 

The role of the Secretary is to support the Chairman/woman in ensuring the smooth 
functioning of the committee. As our secretary Dawn McInulty makes sure we do this 
by keeping records of our committee meetings, discussions and decisions which, 
with advancing years and sluggish memories, we are always grateful for so thank 
you Dawn. 
 

As our Members secretary Jane Beck has done sterling work updating our 
membership database so that we no longer have people on it who have ceased to 
attend. Making sure people pay their membership fees on time is no easy job and 
Jane has been instrumental in devising new membership forms so along with Carole 
you can be tracked as having paid or not. She is also forging improved links with 
Welfare secretary to keep us all informed of anyone  who falls by the wayside. 



The mix of new and returning speakers this year has provided us with a varied and 
interesting programme which we have enjoyed and for this we thank Mary Jordan 
who is retiring from the role this year. 
 

Our outings have taken us to stately homes, museums and to the seaside. Demand 
for outings has been so high there has been a need to run a second visit or second 
coach to some venues which means we will need to rethink our first come first served 
strategy if we are not to disappoint some members. Our thanks go to Andrew Moss 
and his able Deputy Julie Aikenhead for organising the outings and filling the 
coaches so we do not make a deficit. 
 

Andrew is also owed thanks for his work in organising the walking group which 
continues to prosper and which regularly has 25-35 walkers tramping the countryside 
in all weathers and loving it.  
 

Our Newsletter goes from strength to strength thanks to the compilation by its editor 
Keith Johnston.  It is our own Newsletter and we are getting better at offering articles 
to maintain its interest. Although sent out to all members on email the new colour 
format of the hard copy is popular with all members especially those who are not on 
email. 
 

Our newly devised Welfare programme is progressing well and so thanks to 
Rosemary Kershaw for coming up with an improving service to members who are 
unable to come to meetings because of sickness, increasing frailty or bereavement.  
Rosemary ensures members celebrating special birthdays and anniversaries are also 
recognised by the Fellowship. 
 

We cannot operate without members and the improvements in our numbers are due 
to several factors – word of mouth being only one. Linda Young has undertaken the 
publicity officer role with enthusiasm and ingenuity. Posters have gone out, welcome 
packs have been created with Jane Beck and contact made with Workforce planning 
so we will be able to hopefully have input in future pre retirement courses. As well as 
all this Linda has taken on the Lunch Club organisation so we owe her a debt of 
gratitude. 
 

Other members to thank are: 
Dulcie Glassborow for continuing to organise our Summer Lunch with military 
precision and making it such an enjoyable Fellowship community exercise. Dulcie 
also visits one of our elderly Fellowship members who can no longer attend 
meetings.    
Julie Aikenhead for successfully undertaking the organization of our Christmas 
extravaganza and for coming up with themes which put creative minds to the test as 
well as generating fun and laughter. 
 
Jane Foster Jones, Jacky Slay and Annette Johnston for manning the book stall 
George Wakefield and Val Pelletier manning the registers and all others who have 
looked after newcomers over the year. 
 

I have absolutely no idea what the next year will bring for this branch of the 
Fellowship however it’s one I look forward to in the sure and certain conviction it will 
be every bit as enjoyable as the last one has been. 



Newsletter Editor:  Publications: 4,  Complaints: 0.  Compliments: lots.  That 
probably counts as a positive year.   
 
Many thanks to all the contributors.  There have been some good stories which like 
me I’m sure you have enjoyed: family history, holidays and of course the ‘Spotlight’ 
feature where a member provides a look into his or her life.  Most of our Walks 
leaders have written reports, and must be thanked for the dual effort of organisation 
and subsequent writing.  Andrew does a marvellous job organising outings, and with 
about 50 members on each coach I’m looking forward to receive plenty of 
independent reflections of what a great day out they’ve had. Then there’s bowls, 
skittles, cinema, lunch clubs and our two annual meal events; Christmas/New Year 
lunch (well done, Julie!.) and the Summer lunch (well done, Dulcie!).   
 
I apologise for self-indulgent retrospectives I create at the beginning of each issue.  I 
hope someone is sensible enough to tell me, enough is enough.   
 
Let us hope the next four issues will be full of content provided by you as members.  
Please don’t think your article, report, recipe, joke…  won’t be good enough.  Please 
don’t wait for the finger to be pointed, and you are asked to write your ‘Spotlight’ 
feature.  I know previous Spotlight authors have started with apprehension, but 
actually been proud of the end result, and think of their words as something of a 
family archive document.  Come on… volunteer.  It’s your Fellowship and your 
newsletter. 
 
 
Outings Secretary:  Our outings last summer were encouragingly popular. It 
was good for your outings secretary to find that members enjoy the programme. 
 
Our trip to Legal London was so popular that we ran it twice, and it was full on both 
occasions. There was less enthusiasm for Royal Ascot, but we were able to team up 
with Oxford University pensioners to achieve a full coach for a superb day out in 
glorious sunshine. 
 
Sunshine also blessed our seaside trip to Swanage (some members ventured in to 
the sea) and Lacock Abbey in August proved an absorbing trip. In September we hit 
the rain, but consoled ourselves with sipping gin cocktails at the Bombay Sapphire 
Distillery, and in October we ran a popular trip to the Poppy Factory, where we were 
able to make a donation of £200 to their work. 
 
An even fuller programme has been arranged for 2016 with trips to the Palace of 
Westminster and the Crime Museum already completed before the summer 
programme. Demand is high for all outings, and we have responded by arranging two 
coaches for Kew Gardens and Hampton Court. Next year we will need to plan a 
change in the way we allocate places as “first come first served” has meant outings 
fill very quickly and members who miss a meeting or are away when the forms are 
emailed are at a disadvantage. We may also have to think about running two 
coaches (often on separate days) for most trips. 
 
In summary, a very good year, which returned a surplus for the branch and took us to 
some interesting places. 



Publicity Officer:  This year has seen the introduction of the Welcome Pack. 
This contains a programme of events, a letter from the Chairwoman, a subscription 
form and a copy of a newsletter. Any prospective new member is given a welcome 
pack so that they can see what we do in the Oxford branch and have contact 
numbers for more information should they wish. 
 
The members have also been encouraged to spread the word – after all we are a 
very active branch which can offer friendship and good activities. Many of the new 
members say that they have heard about the branch from another member. In order 
to help this ‘word of mouth’ business cards have now been printed and distributed to 
the members (a great idea from our Chairwoman). 
 
At the end of January, I was contacted by Yvonne Frewin, a workforce planning 
manager for the OUH trust. We had a long meeting as she was very interested to 
hear about the Fellowship. She is researching into the retirement of NHS workers. 
Subsequently she is going to attend one of the Trust’s pre-retirement courses and 
has managed to get the financial firm conducting the course, to allow her to distribute 
information relating to the benefits of our branch and also of the Fellowship 
nationally. It is often easy to overlook the extra benefits that we can obtain nationally. 
 
With the above initiatives we hope that we will attract many more happy members. 
 
 
Speaker Secretary:  On the 1

st
 of June, Mike Payne came to talk to us about the 

‘History of Pinewood Studios’.  The studios were built in the 1890’s and were 
originally called Heatherden Hall.  Charles Boot bought the house, was responsible 
for the introduction of film making there, and in the 1930’s changed the name to 
Pinewood Studios.   
Fourteen films were made in the first year, the first one being London Melody.  Many 
of the great films have been made there – the Carry On films, Great Expectations, 
James Bond, Batman and Superman to name but a few.  Over the years, many big 
stars have worked there including Norman Wisdom, Barbara Windsor, Elizabeth 
Taylor, Sean Connery and John Mills.  The finances at Pinewood have fluctuated 
greatly, but Superman being filmed there saved the day! 
 
In July, the talk was entitled ‘Travels with Auntie – my life with the BBC World 
Service’.  Alastair Lack gave us a fascinating talk about his thirty year career with the 
BBC World Service.  The programme began in 1932, and is broadcast 365 days a 
year.  Alastair travelled a great deal in his job, and met many world leaders.  He met 
Nelson Mandela, who was able to listen to the World Service while in prison, and 
went on the American presidential election campaign.  Funding for the BBC World 
Service was extremely small, given its valuable work.  How valuable, was poignantly 
told by Terry Waite and his fellow hostages during their time in captivity, when they 
had a small transistor radio.  They listened avidly to world events through the World 
Service, and said that the Outlook programme had saved their sanity.  When the 
World Service began, it was for English speaking people in the British Empire.  Now 
it is broadcast in 20 languages, to over 250 million listeners. 
 
 



On the 7
th
 of September, Simeon Courtie entertained us with the story of how 

Simeon, his wife and three children drove around the world for a year, in an old vW 
camper van bought on eBay, playing Beatles songs to raise money for UNICEF.  The 
family planned and saved for the trip for 18 months, bought instruments on eBay, and 
learnt how to play them.  They started their trip at Strawberry Fields in Liverpool, and 
ended it at Strawberry Fields in New York.  Their route took them through Holland, 
France, Italy, Greece, Turkey, India, Australia and the USA.  They were invited to an 
Italian wedding, Simeon suffered ‘torture’ at the hands of a Turkish masseur, and 
appeared in a Bollywood film.  They were met with friendship across the world, and 
by the end of their trip, they had raised over £5,000 for UNICEF. 
Colin Fox came to talk to us in October, about his experiences as a diver on The 
Mary Rose.  He approached the team in 1978, and offered to work on the project for 
free during his holidays.  He joined the diving team, and did over 270 dives between 
1978 and 1982.  He spent a total of 173 hours underwater, bringing up weapons, 
pewter pots and other artefacts.  Once ashore, the items would be documented, 
cleaned and photographed.   
The Mary Rose got into trouble during the battle of Portsmouth, and sank on July 19

th
 

1545, taking 660 sailors to their death.  She lay undiscovered in The Solent until 
1967, when the project to excavate and raise the wreck began.  The wreck was 
raised in 1982, and has been undergoing continuous conservation ever since. 
In November, Kay McDougall came to talk to us about Oxford Homeless Pathways, a 
local charity that was founded in 1986.  They provide services to thousands of 
homeless people, supporting them and transforming their lives.  She told us that the 
main cause of homelessness is due to the breakdown of a relationship, and 85% of 
those people sleeping rough are men.  They help people age 19 and over, providing 
accommodation, three meals a day, health care, training and education.  Each year 
they transform thousands of lives, supporting them through very difficult times, and 
offering them hope, stability and a brighter future. 
Jovan Rnjak, an accordionist and singer, came to entertain us in December.  We all 
joined Jovan in singing a selection of carols, and then enjoyed mince pies and a drink 
in theupper foyer. 
On the 4th January 2016 members enjoyed a New Year’s Lunch at Cotswold Lodge 
Hotel. 
In February, Ann Spokes Symonds came to talk to us about Sir William Herschel – 
the first developer of fingerprinting. 
On the 7

th
 of March, John Caldicott gave an excellent talk on The Foundling Hospital, 

the first British home for abandoned children.  He told us that in 1720, Captain Coram 
returned from sea and was shocked to see children abandoned, or dying, on the 
streets of London.  Coram decided that he should find somewhere for these children 
to be looked after.  He started a campaign for the creation of a hospital in London, 
and early supporters included Handel, William Hogarth and Charles Dickens.  In 
1739 King George II signed a Royal Charter for the creation of a hospital for the 
maintenance, and education, of exposed and deserted young children.  Babies were 
taken in, and mothers were asked to leave a token for their child for possible 
identification, eg a piece of cloth, in case the mother came to reclaim the child later 
on.  Children were renamed and given a number, to try and give the mothers of 
illegitimate children a new start, and also to give the child a new start. The children 
had no luxuries, but had a place to live, were educated, and had food to eat.  They 
were taught that they were to blame, and that they should serve during their life.  
Children were given the opportunity to learn music, due to the link with Handel, and  



the boys often joined bands in the army, and were able to move up the ranks.  The 
girls, however, went into service, and were not able to better themselves. 
From 1741 when the first babies were admitted, to 1954 when the last pupil was 
placed in foster care, the Foundling Hospital cared for, and educated, around 25,000 
abandoned children. 
The Foundling Hospital continues today as the children’s charity Coram.  Today, 
Coram now helps a million children and young people every year, assisting children 
and young people to develop their skills and find adoptive parents. 
The speaker himself had been taken into The Foundling Hospital.   
In April, Malcolm Graham came to talk to us about Oxford in World War I, the Great 
War.  Oxford was transformed during the war – thousands of men volunteered and 
soldiers occupied most men’s colleges, which were left virtually empty as 
undergraduates and dons enlisted.  Lecture rooms were used for military training, 
and trainee pilots flew from a temporary Port Meadow airfield.  The threat of invasion 
sparked the formation of a Dad’s Army, the Oxford Volunteer Battalion.  Due to the 
massive loss of life, conscription was introduced in 1916. 
University, college, and other public buildings became military hospitals, and 
thousands of war casualties were brought by train to be treated in Oxford.  Belgian 
and Serbian refugees found a temporary home in the city.  Civilians, especially 
women, were actively involved in fund raising, welfare and relief work, providing 
social activities for wounded soldiers, and sending comforts to men at the front and 
prisoners of war.  They also cultivated war allotments, as food shortages led to the 
introduction of communal kitchens and, ultimately, to rationing.  Local industries 
converted to war production, and women found work in munitions factories and in 
other businesses, as more men joined the forces.   
By November 1918, the war came to an end, but it took a long time for people to 
come home from overseas.  There were very few benefits of the war:-women got the 
right to vote, Oxford University and industry was propelled forward, and Oxford 
developed into a major hospital centre.  More than anything, there was massive loss 
of life during the war. 
 
Walking Group Co-ordinator 
Our walking group has continued to prosper with new members joining almost every 

month.  We regularly have between 25 and 35 members on every walk – a 
considerable challenge for the members who have volunteered to plan each walk 
and organise lunch.  
 
The walks took us all over the county in all sorts of weathers, but walkers were never 
deterred by rain, wind, mud or heat, and each walk was successfully completed 
without anyone suffering more than the occasional mishap.  
 
We collect a donation at the end of every walk to meet running costs, and at the end 
of the year we were able to donate a surplus of £145 to the Thames Valley Air 
Ambulance.  
Members interested in joining the walks are invited to contact Andrew Moss on 
01865 372399 or email semossmoss@btinternet.com. 

The walks are around five miles, followed by a pub lunch. 



Copy date for Autumn 2016 newsletter is Monday 19th September 

2015/2016 Year End Treasurer's Report:  At the end of 2014/15 the OHS Retirement 

Fellowship balance was £4135.09 of which £855 was due to Central Office for our 

contribution.  This meant our real balance was £3280.09. 

We have had a financially successful year with the end of year situation showing a 

balance of £6619.91, although we obviously have the Central Office contribution 

outstanding, this will probably be about £850 again, & there are also invoices 

awaited for the last 2 trips, expected to be £1,180.  This gives an estimated end of 

year of almost £4590. This shows a healthy increase £1,300, some coming from 

some small surpluses from outings.  All the events that have made profits are all 

small sums but they have accumulated. 

Because we have made profits it has meant that we have been able to cover items 

such as the tea or coffee & mince pies after the Christmas meeting. We are already 

planning to repeat refreshments after future meetings. 

 

Welfare Officer Review:  This year I have sent out seven – 70th birthdays, one 80th 

and four 90th birthday cards. 

One diamond wedding, one ruby wedding and one golden wedding greeting card. 

A total of 13th get well, thinking of you cards, and three sympathy cards. 

Also over the year I have made several telephone calls to check on people who we 

have not heard from for a while. 

 

……………………………………………………………….. 

It’s been said before… 

Your newsletter needs you… 

If you sign up for an outing please 

don’t leave it for someone else or 

a committee member to write a 

short piece for the newsletter.  

Just tick the application form box.  

Add a couple of photographs send 

to the editor. All our members 

benefit, and what’s more you will 

have the satisfaction of being a 

real contributor to the Fellowship.  


